
“Educating the mind without 
educating the heart is no 
education at all.”    Aristotle 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Loker School Families, 

 
A big part of what we do this time of year involves helping your children and you begin the process 
of thinking about next year. The first step in our process is to ask for your help. To that end, I would 
encourage you to think about next year’s placement. I am accepting letters until Friday, April 28th 
that will assist us in the placement of your child/children. It is crucial for us to have this information 
and I want to hear from you if you have any questions or concerns. Every year is important in your 
child’s life and we take placement very seriously.  New teacher assignments will be made by “Move 
Along Day” (which occurs in the middle of June when your children will have an opportunity to meet 
next year’s teacher and see their new classroom space) so that your child/children and you will be 
able to relax and prepare for the upcoming year. For us, that means May is our deadline for 
beginning our work. It is a huge task and one we approach thoughtfully and carefully. 
 
The next step involves collegial collaboration between staff. Classroom teachers will meet with 
specialists, the guidance counselor, our special education liaison and special education staff to create 
well-balanced heterogeneous groupings, which reflect diverse talents, interests and needs. The staff 
will also address factors such as gender, social and academic strengths, special needs and friendships 
- not necessarily “best friends” but students who have positive working relationships in school. 
 
The final step is when the lists arrive at my desk. At that point, I will sit down with the special 
education liaison and the guidance counselor for a final look. After that, I will assign a teacher to each 
group.  
 
Because it works like a house of cards, and all requests make movement from one group to the next 
challenging, we cannot honor every request precisely. We do the very best that we can given the 
restrictions of keeping the classes balanced while listening to many of your requests.  
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I hope this description helps you to understand the method of placement and why requests for 
individual teachers are not and cannot be honored. Our whole team works diligently to determine 
the best grouping, advocating for your child’s academic and social needs. Although you may not 
request a certain teacher, you may give us very valuable information that we consider very seriously 
in our goal to place your child so that he/she is set for another great year. Therefore, you may write 
requests about placement if the following circumstances exist: 
 

 Request that your child not be placed with a specific child due to personal experience and 
impact on your child’s learning. (A list of children will not be honored.)  
 

 Concerns about placement with a teacher due to your close relationship with that teacher or 
if you would like a different experience, due to having an older sibling in a classroom in a 
prior year. 

 
During April, May and June, we culminate the year’s journey and celebrate the many successes of 
your wonderful children! It is extremely important that, while we are coordinating next year’s 
planning with you, that your children are still focused on their school year. We still have one quarter 
of the school year remaining and there remains a significant amount of academic and social learning 
that your children will pursue. We want them to finish the year on a strong note, one that will make 
their transition to next year even smoother. I wish you a wonderful spring (Hopefully the weather 
will cooperate moving forward!) and look forward to working with you for the remainder of the year 
and beyond! Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Jones 
Loker School Principal 
  



 

SECTION 2      HEALTH ROOM NEWS!  

                                                                  
 
We are still seeing many sick children.  There have been high fevers, upper respiratory illness, strep throat – 

with and without fever, and/or sore throats, some have vomited. Please keep your child home if they are not 

feeling well, to prevent the spread of illness to others. Children need rest to recover.    All families should 

have a backup plan in place if a parent is not readily available to pick up their children from school when 

sick. Children should be picked up within an hour of receiving a call from the school nurse. Please 

consider using other people in your family or neighborhood. 

We are also starting to see spring allergies and ticks. 

Check your children for ticks: 
 Here is important information about ticks and what you need to do to protect you and your family.  

Please read information on the following websites: 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/sheets/tick_bites_sheet.html  

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/StopTicks/ 

http://www.tickencounter.org  

 
Spring Allergies: 

 Please be sure that you are observing your child for signs and symptoms of allergies 
 It is important that your child be given allergy medication before symptoms start 
 Many children will have watery, red, itchy eyes – and over the counter eye drops will help if given 

before school 
 
Extra clothing alert for all grades!! 
Please send in an extra clothes with your child as clothing does get wet/damp and muddy from playing 
outside.  You may also want so send them with an extra pair of shoes.  This will avoid a call home and a trip to 
school for you as the clothing supply in the health room is VERY limited.   
 
ATTENTION 3rd Grade Parents:  

 Please send in your child’s updated physical. All 4th grade students are required by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health to have a physical on file before they are allowed 
to begin 4th grade.  If you child has already had their physical this year please make sure to forward a 
copy to the health room.  If not please do so as soon as possible after their exam.    

 
Please contact me with any questions and/or concerns. 
 
Have a happy, healthy April school vacation! 
 
 

Jennifer McLeod, RN 

 
  

http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_safe/sheets/tick_bites_sheet.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/StopTicks/
http://www.tickencounter.org/


 

SECTION 3:    NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

1ST & 2Nd GRADES: MATISSE INSPIRED MOBILES 

The 1st and 2nd graders have been working on Matisse inspired Mobiles.  They learned about the paper 

cuttings of Henri Matisse. They used colored paper to make “mini” collages that hang together. 

MOBILES are art that moves (also known as Kinetic Sculpture).  Each student decorated their shapes and 
assembled each mobile.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3RD GRADE: BOOK ILLUSTRATIONS 

What a great job the third graders did with their book illustrations. 
They worked on the illustrations for their story and learned about book 
binding in Art. 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

4TH GRADES: FLAG PROJECT 

We just began making our flags for our state project. 
Each student will display their state flag with the 
poster about their state. In conjunction with this 
project, students will also be making postcards for 
their State in order to entice people to come and 
visit! 
                                                 Start of the Flag project: 

4th Grade Finished Bodies in Motion Sculptures: 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5th GRADE SURREALIST JUXTAPOSITION COLLAGE 

The 5th graders learned about the artwork of Maquerite and Dali. Each student found images from 
magazines that they can place on a landscape in order to make a dream-like painting. They learned about 
the idea of juxtaposition in art. 

Juxtaposition is when you put two or more objects together that are not typical or similar in order to 
make an interesting comparison. 

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BITS AND BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

Grade 1: 
 

Students also learned about binary code and made a paper 

bracelet representing a byte (8 on and off patterns) using 

the first letter of their name. Students are learning to use 

Scratch Jr on the iPads. They will explore how to insert a 

backgrounds and sprites!  
 

Grade 2: 

Binary Code bracelets where the fashion with beaded bracelets representing a byte using 

each student’s first letter of their name.  Grade 2 students will be working on a Scratch Jr. 

project where they are creating a story animating at least 3 sprites and different scenes! 
 

 

Grade 3:  

Our focus for the rest of this month will be on All the 

Right Type.  Students need to work on keeping their hands 

on the “homerow” and work on their accuracy and WPM.  

Students coded with Probots which will draw out shapes that are 

programmed into them.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4:  

The Green Screen States project is underway. Students are very 

busy creating their scripts and recording and editing their Green 

Screen projects.   

 

 

 

 

Grade 5:  

The Dash and Dot Challenge!  Students created teams to 

get the robots to move a tin foil ball and push it into 

plastic cups. Students learned the programming and 

navigation needed to do this difficult challenge!   

 



LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 
 
 
Kindergarten – Kindergarteners have been exploring a 
variety of classroom instruments and learning about the 
difference between beat and rhythm.  We play a review 
game called Beat Vs. Rhythm Gumballs to practice listening 
to the difference.  We have also been learning many new 
songs; a favorite was Down By the Bay.    
 

1st Grade - First graders had the chance to listen and move to a variety of music from the work Carnival 
of the Animals.  They have also been working hard learning proper mallet technique for xylophones.  
Students got to practice this when we sang Rain, Rain, Go Away and got to create our own rainstorm 
using classroom instruments!  First graders are also continuing to work on identifying different rhythms of 
music notation.  
2nd Grade - Second graders continue to learn about solfege and the musical scale.  We play a game 
called Zoom to the Moon where students have to identify different solfege patterns by ear.  Students 
recently learned the song Frere Jacques in both English and French and had the chance to play an 
instrumental arrangement to accompany the song.  We will create our own accompaniment to our new 
song, Sweet Potatoes, in the coming weeks!  

3rd Grade –Third graders are developing wonderful tone and playing technique on the recorder.  Along 
with continuing to practice note reading, students have learned two new notes: C and D.  We have used 
these new notes to play a variety of new songs, including Go Tell Aunt Rhody.  We have also done 
several short composition activities, where students had the chance to write their own tune for their 
recorders!      

4th Grade - Fourth graders have been working extremely hard learning the song Fifty Nifty United States 
for their upcoming states presentation.  This song allows students to memorize the names of all fifty 
states.  Along with this, students have been reviewing instruments of the orchestra through a baseball 
themed game called Perfect Pitch.  They also had the chance to listen to a Bach fugue, learn about this 
form of music and the composer, and play along with the fugue’s main theme, or subject, on classroom 
instruments.   

5th Grade - Fifth graders are extremely excited about the upcoming fifth grade play!!  This year’s play is 
called Summer Camp.  Students have auditioned for roles, had the chance to help with script and 
character edits, and have learned several of the songs that will be a part of the performance.  I am so 
excited to see the progress they will make with their script memorization, learning of song and 
instrumental accompaniment, and helping with set design.  The students have been working so hard and 
it is going to be a fantastic show!    

Strings:  The Loker String players are hard at work preparing for their next concert, Spring String 
Thing!  This exciting event will take place at the High School Field House on Tuesday, June 5th at 
7:00pm, and the in-school performance will be at Loker on Wednesday, June 6th at 10:00am.   
 
Band:  Loker Band members are gearing up for Grand Band! Grand Band! will take place at Wayland 
High School on June 7th. The in-school performance will be at Loker on Wednesday, June 6th at 10:00am. 
 
For these performances, students will wear a student-designed concert t-shirt!  Parents, please order 
your child's shirt if you haven't already. Please let us know if you have any questions.  Also, please 
encourage your musician to practice hard so that they can showcase all of their dedication and talent! 
 
Kim Davis 
Whitney Tandon 
Tristie Keenan 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

What a great visit we had from Matt de la Pena! I hope your children 
enjoyed hearing his story and were inspired by his journey from reluctant 
reader to award-winning author. (See if they remember the trick he used 
to play on mean customers when he worked at Dominos!).  

Truly, it was a wonderful event, and I am so grateful to the PTO and the 
WPSF for making it happen.  

Here’s what each grade has been up to so far in March and April! More 
details are also available in my weekly updates on my blog.  

Kindergarten – Some of the read alouds we have enjoyed recently are 
Hooray for Diffendoofer Day (Dr. Seuss’ “last” book), The Girl Who Ran, 
about the 1st woman to run the Boston Marathon, and Bats at the Ballgame to celebrate Opening Day 
(we compared what was the same and different about a Red Sox game and the bats’ baseball game). Stay 
tuned for a fun project in conjunction with National Poetry Month – it was inspired by a session I 
attended at a recent conference and I have 
high hopes for a really cool final product!  

1st Grade – After taking a break to 
appreciate Caldecott-winning books, we 
jumped right back into our 
fiction/nonfiction study. 1st graders had no 
problem at all adding “index” to their 
repertoire of nonfiction text features and 
did great in a Jeopardy-style game 
identifying all the different ones we have 
learned. Our culminating activity was a 
“book buddy” scavenger hunt, where each 
child had one to figure out if they held a fiction or nonfiction book, and find their classmate with the 

opposite type. They nailed it! (Picture to the right is of Ms. 
Germaine’s class). We have some poetry fun on the 
agenda for the next few weeks, in recognition of National 
Poetry Month.  

2nd Grade – We did a 3-week unit learning the ins and outs 
of Destiny, the online library catalog. 2nd graders have 
turned into super searchers and are now mostly using the 
computers independently to find books to check out (Ask 
them if a keyword or subject search will give them more 
results). I also introduced an optional Biography Bingo 
challenge to showcase our new Biography section, which 
is now color-coded by category. So far, it has been a big hit 
and students are eagerly crossing squares off their Bingo 
cards.  

LIBRARY  HAPPENINGS 

http://becominganlms.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

3rd Grade – 3rd graders are also eligible to participate in the Biography Bingo challenge and it’s been fun 
sharing new books from each category each week. They also spent a few library classes working on their 
AMAZING books. I was able to offer them writing/editing time, and we used Matt de la Pena’s visit as a 
jumping off point for writing their own “About the Author” pages. Who knows – maybe one of them will 
be back at Loker one day sharing his or her success story? 

4th grade –Research is the name of the game in 4th grade! With the States project well underway, we 
have been using nonfiction text features (index, table of contents, captions, etc.) in our States book 
collection to complete their packets. Our next fun library/technology collaboration will be Book Trailers. 
We have started brainstorming the elements of a trailer (ask your students if they can name 1) and we 
did a practice storyboard in class to prepare them for the one they’ll produce on their own. 

5th grade – Passion Projects are complete! 5th graders did a great job presenting their work and we 
practiced how to be good audience members. The variety of topics was truly amazing: Genghis Khan, Live 
& Let Live Farm, Emma Watson, Minecraft, Michael Jordan, among many, many others. We have now 
jumped into collaborating with Ms. Sole-Roberston on their Biography projects. Our activity last week 
was to fill out a Biography Bracket to help them narrow down their choices. We will help support Ms. S-
R’s efforts in the next few weeks as well.  

 

As always, my door is always open. 
Feel free to drop me a line anytime 
with any thoughts or suggestions for 
the Loker Library program!  

 

Anne Powell 
Loker Librarian 

  



 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
For a couple of weeks in class, we take the time to participate in activities using the volleyball 

nets.  I set up two nets, going from baseline to baseline.  While this cuts down on court size, 

having two games open provides the students with so many more opportunities to practice and 

play.   

 

Every single grade, from K-5, is introduced to the volleyball "set" and "bump"... how this is 

introduced and what we practice is incredibly different from grade to grade.   

 

Prior to practicing volleyball skills, we also play a game called "messy backyard", where 

students practice their overhand throwing skills, tossing over the net.  I generally run this with 

students in grades K/1, and for some 2nd grade classes.   

 

Students in grades 3-5 participate in a variety of stations and drills that focus on the volleyball 

bump, set, and serve.  We also play a game of "newcomb", which is a catching and throwing 

game.  This game is great for helping teach spacing and communication between 

teammates.  A few groups attempted to participate in a full volleyball game, combining all of 

their moves, and we had some great volleys! 

 

Prior to vacation, we have been reviewing our overhand throwing technique, and students are 

participating in overhand throwing activities.  Students in grades 3-5 will be participating in a 

game called "angleball" in the gymnasium.  This is a great team game that has students passing 

a small ball down the court with the goal of throwing it at a larger ball that rests on a poll.  We 

play this game with two smaller balls, maximizing participation.  We have already had some 

great contests this week, with students showing great sportsmanship!  There might be a class or 

two of second grade students that has the opportunity to play as well.  The majority of K-2 

groups will be participation in parachute activities before we break.   

 

I hope everyone has a great vacation, and I look forward to being able to get outside as the 

weather gets warmer!   

 

Thanks, 

   

Mr. O 
 
  



 
 
From the Loker 
Guidance Nook:  
 
 
 
 
 
This month's guidance circles have focused on 
mindfulness and ways in which we might calm the 
hurricane that we sometimes feel inside of our 
bodies.  Children were introduced to situations in 
which they may begin to feel less in control or 
churned up inside.  The fifth graders learned that 
during these times our limbic system and the 
amygdala (our reptilian brain - the part that 
houses our emotions) takes over and our prefrontal cortex must be activated to help us to make 
good judgements about how to respond.  During these times we may find it difficult to manage such 
strong emotions, to assist our prefrontal cortex and our amygdala to communicate effectively in 
order to calm ourselves.  Normalizing these feelings (we all have them sometimes) was the basis for 
encouraging students to take part in a mindfulness activity including guided imagery.  Just as math 
or reading tasks become more automatic the more we practice, so does calming our bodies and our 
brains, assisting in keeping the pathways in our brain communicating effectively.  After students 
participated in the exercise, they recognized that in order to achieve a moment of calm all we really 
need to practice is to bow our heads, and to then Look, Listen, Feel, Breathe.  Ask your children about 
this activity and to share with you their own happy places! 
 
 
 

 

Laurel Miller Pirelli, MS, CAGS 

School Psychologist and Counselor 

Loker Elementary School    

Wayland, MA 

508.358.8612 

 

tel:(508)%20358-8612

